
 The International Guild of Mind Sports Arbiters 
 
The International Guild of Mind Sports Arbiters was formed to satisfy the demand 
for trained independent observers to verify and confirm mental records and 
achievements.  

With the growth of Mind Sports such as memory, and the requirement by all the 
Mind Sports Councils for official Arbiters to be present at competitions, the Guild 
was established to train and provide recognition for individuals willing to fulfill that 
role.  

The scope of the International Guild of Mind Sports Arbiters (IGMSA) is not 
restricted to the Mind Sport of Memory. Guild Members may also qualify to 
officiate in other Mind Sports such as Mind Mapping and Speed Reading 
competitions.  

Because of the need for all sports to operate in a clear ethical framework and for 
Arbiters to be accepted as truly independent and impartial, the IGMSA produced a 
Code of Practice for Arbiters which is supported by a Code of Ethics.  

To become Guild Members, individuals are required to:  

1. Satisfy the Guild of their good standing by providing two references  
2. Formally accept the Guild Code of Practice and Ethics  
3. Take the Guild Pledge to uphold the Official Standards of the Sport  
4. Obtain suitable Arbiters Qualifications for the Mind Sport of choice.  
5. Be observed at a competition and endorsed by an existing arbiter  
6. Maintain their skills through the Guild's Continuous Professional 

Development Programme  
7. Maintain current membership status.  

 

Prospective Guild Members can initially register on-line. Once accepted into 
membership, members are entitled to wear the Guild Badge and Official Guild 
merchandise.  

The Role of the Arbiter  
 
Arbiter : An independent person having the power of judging and determining the 
results. 

Every sport requires a strong ethical framework in order for the achievements of 
its competitors to be recognised by the public as a whole. It is the role of the 
WMSC to be the custodian not just of the disciplines and rules, but also to ensure 
fair play across all officially recognised competitions  



The World Memory Sports Council accredits Official Memory Sports Arbiters at 
four levels.  

Level One Arbiter  
In order to qualify as a Level One Arbiter, candidates must have attended a 
training session, or taken an on-line training course conducted by the Chief Arbiter 
or a Level Two Arbiter.  

Following the training they must pass a test consisting of sample answer sheets 
that must be marked and scored. The Arbiter passes if the score stated is the 
same as the official score from the competition from which the papers were taken.  

In circumstances where geographical considerations make face to face training 
unfeasible the training and testing may be conducted on-line.  

The final stage of accreditation is to mark and score papers in a WMSC approved 
competition, supervised by a Level Two, Level Three Arbiter or the Chief Arbiter.  

Once a satisfactory standard is reached, the Level One Arbiter is admitted to the 
International Guild of Mind Sport Arbiters and is awarded an appropriate 
certificate. This entitles the arbiter to mark and score papers at any WMSC 
approved competition under supervision of a Level Two Arbiter or the Chief 
Arbiter.  

Level Two Arbiter 
Level One Arbiters may progress to Level Two by having worked in the organising 
team for at least one World Championship and one National Championship or two 
World Championships. To qualify as a Level Two Arbiter the candidate must have 
both supervised the arbiter’s team and worked 'front of house' making timekeeping 
announcements, organising the efficient collection and distribution of papers and 
closely observing competitors for any unethical conduct.  

Once a satisfactory standard is reached, the Level Two Arbiter is awarded an 
appropriate certificate. This entitles the arbiter to act as sole WMSC 
representative at a National Championship and supervise at a World 
Championships under the overall charge of the Chief Arbiter.  

Current Level Two Arbiters  
Jorge Castaneda (Mexico) 
Elaine Colliar (Scotland) 
Dr Warren Day (Australia) 
Gabriele Kappus (Germany) 
Klaus Kolb (Germany) 
Nathalie Lecordier (Denmark) 
Henry Toi (Singapore) 
Elizabeth Yu (China)  
 
 

Level Three Arbiter  



The awarding of Level Three Arbiter status is at the discretion of the Council and 
is awarded to individuals with exceptional qualities and experience at an 
international level in the sport.  

Level Three Arbiters may apply to set up National Memory Sports Councils in 
countries where these do not exist or work with an existing Council. They may 
also officiate at Memory World Records attempts.  

Current Level Three Arbiter 
Jennifer Goddard (Australia) Deputy Chief Arbiter 

Current Level Four Arbiters  
Phil Chambers (Chief Arbiter) 

Dominic O’Brien (Chair, Ethics and Standards Committee)  

In the event that an Arbiter wishes to compete in a national or international 
competition, Arbiter status is rescinded for the duration of that competition.  

 

Online Arbiter 
 
The Mind Sport of Memory is growing at a fast pace. 2007 saw the first 
competitive on-line memory competition created by Simon Orton in Australia. 
There is no doubt that technology will bring memorisers together over vast 
distances in the future and strengthen the sport as a result.  

It is already established that independent Arbiting is necessary in all conventional 
competitions where the results count towards world ranking of competitors. To 
extend this same level of independent scrutiny to on-line events, for elite 
competition, 

The WMSC have concluded that, members of the Guild of Mind Sports Arbiters 
must be present during the preparation and conduct of on-line events to provide 
the necessary independent confirmation of results.  

Qualified Arbiters will have their own unique electronic password for confirmation 
of their presence and supervision of a competitor or group of competitors during 
an on-line competition to ensure that the rules of the event were obeyed. On-line 
competitions with this facility would then be accepted by the WMSC as conforming 
within the existing strong ethical framework.  

 


